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The ‘Impact Agenda’

• Knowledge exchange and transfer has become a central elementKnowledge exchange and transfer has become a central element
in the political economy of social science research:
• the expectations of the Research Councils (and the UKp (

Government);
• the organisation of REF 2014.

• Devolution since 1999 has created a specific context in which to
develop relationships between social science research and central
government:government:
• development of policy-making capacity;
• engagement of research in the policy-making process;g g p y g p ;
• need to make the most effective use of increasingly scare

public resources.



Impact and the Social Sciencesp

• There are a number of well-rehearsed issues relating to the
impact agenda:impact agenda:
• Is there a necessary tension between social and economic

impact, on the one hand, and academic impact, on the other?
• How do we define the scope of the social and economic

impacts that we seek to achieve?
• How do we best balance the demands of creating impact• How do we best balance the demands of creating impact

with other aspects of research activity?
• One of WISERD’s aims is: To strengthen the impact of social

i h h d l f li i h bliscience research on the development of policy in the public,
private and third sectors.

• Therefore, WISERD has attempted to develop a knowledge, p p g
exchange and transfer strategy that addresses these issues.



What Is WISERD?

• WISERD is a networked research institute, with a Hub at,
Cardiff University and researchers at the five St. David’s Day
Group universities.

• Its core funding is provided jointly by the ESRC and HEFCW.
WISERD began operating in October 2008.

• WISERD has two broad programmes:
– Research programme: knowing localities; quantitative and mixed methods 

analysis of economic and social change; comparative policy analysis;analysis of  economic and social change; comparative policy analysis; 
policy evaluation; methodological development;

– Social science research infrastructure: availability of  and access to data; 
G P l i b ildi d i i k l d h dGeoPortal; capacity building and training; knowledge exchange and 
transfer.



WISERD’s KET Strategygy

• Important to stress the importance of having a strategy:
• Setting specific KET objectives;Setting specific KET objectives;
• Identifying and liaising with research users as early as possible;
• Integrating KET into the ‘normal’ way that research is practised.

• Elements of WISERD’s strategy include:
• Mixed portfolio of research, although a large proportion of it is of

potential interest to non-academic audiences;
• Resourced communication plan that facilitates different forms of

engagement;g g ;
• Use of external funding to facilitate KET activity and collaboration with

the Welsh Government specifically: for example, ESRC Placement
Fello ship to s ope Welsh Longit din l S r e Follo On F nding toFellowship to scope Welsh Longitudinal Survey; Follow On Funding to
develop GeoPortal applications; Knowledge Exchange Opportunities for
evidence symposia.



Future Directions

• Longer-term strategic objective is to establish robust
organisational structure for KET between social science
researchers and the Welsh Government.

l h ld b i hi b• One element here could be a strategic partnership between
WISERD and the Welsh Government, based around:
• Agreed research priorities (especially in respect of individual longitudinal• Agreed research priorities (especially in respect of individual longitudinal

analysis, maximising use of secondary data sources);
• Continuing developments in relation to data assembly, data linking and

data access;
• Development of capacity building (especially through e-learning

capacity);capacity);
• Joint research on the implementation of KET.


